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Romans 1:18-23 
 
 
The Wrath of God 
 
 
Wrath—hot anger; fierce anger; extreme anger, rage, or fury 
 
God’s wrath is not a reckless rage, an uncontrollable anger, a senseless fury, or an 
unjust vengeance. The wrath of God is a PRECISE and CONTROLLED response to 
the belittling of His holiness (no reverence of or for God). 
 
A. “Everyone who perishes under the wrath of God in eternity will not be  
because God lost His temper with them and mistreated them.” 
 
B. “People cannot fully understand God’s love without first comprehending  
how God HATES sin. To really appreciate God’s forgiveness, we must  
understand the penalty for sin.” 
 

1. THE CAUSE OF GOD’S WRATH (verses 18-20) 

Romans 1:18-20 NLT 
“But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness. They know the truth about God because 
he has made it obvious to them. For ever since the world was created, people 
have seen the earth and sky. Through everything God made, they can clearly see 
his invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine nature. So they have no 
excuse for not knowing God.” 
 
A. People tend to think of God as loving, kind, and compassionate, but never  
wrathful or angry or seeking retribution. 
 
B. People knew the truth about God, but chose not to worship and praise Him.  



They suppress the truth—to prevent the development of an idea or prevent  
the dissemination of information—concealed—restrained—stifled—to even  
try and keep it a secret away from the public—even prohibit—hush up or  
cover up 
 
C. To not discuss or ignore the wrath of God is to deny the love and mercy of  
God. 
 
 
2Thessalonians 1:7-9 NLT 
“And God will provide rest for you who are being persecuted and also for us when 
the Lord Jesus appears from heaven. He will come with his mighty angels, in 
flaming fire, bringing judgment on those who don’t know God and on those who 
refuse to obey the Good News of our Lord Jesus. They will be punished with 
eternal destruction, forever separated from the Lord and from his glorious power. 
 
 
God’s Attitude Toward Sin 
 
A. God hates sin!!! “There is no sin—envy, adultery, premarital sex, alcoholism, 
gossip, pornography, which does not hurt or belittle people. Sin hurts and 
destroys the very people that God loves; therefore He hates all sin.” 
 
B. God’s wrath is not a sudden fit of temper or outburst of anger. It is a FIXED, 
constant attitude of opposition against all ungodliness and unrighteousness. 
  
Romans 1:18 NLT 
“But God shows his anger from heaven against all sinful, wicked people who 
suppress the truth by their wickedness.” 
 
“God will NEVER tolerate sin, and if a person continues to sin and reject God’s 
provision for forgiveness, then God’s wrath will be revealed against the sinner.” 
 
John 3:36 NLT 
“And anyone who believes in God’s Son has eternal life. Anyone who doesn’t obey 
the Son will never experience eternal life but remains under God’s angry 
judgment.” 



 
 
C. Humans are not ignorant of right and wrong. We have a CONSCIENCE that 
reveals right and wrong. We have a “divinely implanted sin detector” that sounds 
the alarm when we sin.  
 
Furthermore: 
 
Romans 1:19-20 NLT 
“They know the truth about God because he has made it obvious to them. For 
ever since the world was created, people have seen the earth and sky. Through 
everything God made, they can clearly see his invisible qualities—his eternal 
power and divine nature. So they have no excuse for not knowing God.” 
 
God’s witness in creation is unmistakable—in other words, we are without 
excuse!!! 
 
Psalm 19:1-4 
“The heavens proclaim the glory of God. The skies display his craftsmanship. Day 
after day they continue to speak; night after night they make him known. They 
speak without a sound or word; their voice is never heard. Yet their message has 
gone throughout the earth, and their words to all the world. God has made a 
home in the heavens for the sun.” 
 

1. THE COURSE OF MAN’S SIN 

Context—Courtroom 
God—Judge 
Paul—Prosecuting Attorney (bringing charges) 
Accused Criminals—Humanity (readers of this letter) 
 
Charges: deliberate rejection of God and His righteousness  
 
A. Irreverence—did not glorify God and His righteousness 
B. We’re not thankful 
C. Worshipped the creation rather than the Creator 
D. Vain in their imaginations 



All of which lead to SPIRITUAL BLINDNESS and DARKENED HEARTS 
 
When the truth of God is rejected, the ability to understand what is right and 
what is wrong is lost.  
 
Romans 1:21-23 NLT 
“Yes, they knew God, but they wouldn’t worship him as God or even give him 
thanks. And they began to think up foolish ideas of what God was like. As a result, 
their minds became dark and confused. Claiming to be wise, they instead became 
utter fools. And instead of worshiping the glorious, ever-living God, they 
worshiped idols made to look like mere people and birds and animals and 
reptiles.” 
 
“Many Christians have been intimidated by this false wisdom and have been 
guilty of compromising God’s truth in some areas. In the end, such persons 
become fools! This word originates from the word moron! Today, a fool is one 
who is lacking intelligence, but in the Bible, it is one who willfully acts contrary to 
the Word of God.” 
 
Proverbs 12:15 NLT 
“Fools think their own way is right, but the wise listen to others.” 
 
Proverbs 14:9 NLT 
“Fools make fun of guilt, but the godly acknowledge it and seek reconciliation.” 
 
Luke 12:16-21 NLT 
“Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine 
crops. He said to himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 
Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have 
room enough to store all my wheat and other goods. And I’ll sit back and say to 
myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for years to come. Now take it 
easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this 
very night. Then who will get everything you worked for?’ “Yes, a person is a fool 
to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.”” 
 



When the true God is rejected, a void or vacuum exists in our very, lives—our 
hearts if you will—we will eventually fill it with false gods—idolatry is now live 
and well, within such hearts. 
 
Romans 1:22-23 NLT 
“Claiming to be wise, they instead became utter fools. And instead of worshiping 
the glorious, ever-living God, they worshiped idols made to look like mere people 
and birds and animals and reptiles.” 
 
“Today, people reject God and worship science, nature, money, sex, sports, 
education, power, etc.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


